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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: delete "second" 
after the word "signal" in line 4. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 0-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claims 10 and 1 1 recites the limitation "the first wireless communications 
network" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brideglall (US 20070091 845A1 ) in view of Nassiri-Toussi et al. (US0071 9401 1 B1 ). 

Regarding claim 1 , Brideglall discloses transition from one system to another to 
include WLAN to wide area network, i.e., a cellular network, which enables a mobile 
communications device to transition from a first wireless communications network to a 
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second wireless communications network, comprising the steps of: and broadcasting 
the second network synchronization channel for receipt at a common receiver in the 
mobile communications device together with a first network synchronization channel to 
enable to the mobile communications device to synchronize with, and transition to, the 
second wireless communications network (par. 12, mobile station transits from one 
network to the other, i.e., form the WLAN to the WWAN efficiently). 

What Brideglall does not explicitly disclose is generating in the second network a 
second network synchronization channel having a prescribed pattern unique to the 
second network. 

However, this is limitation is known in the art, Nassir-Toussi provides a system 
with cell search that includes a primary and secondary synchronization channels for 
timing data transfer or handoff schemes (col. 2, lines 23-67-col. 3, lines 1-36; col. 34-56; 
col. 8, lines 33-67-col. 9, lines 1-5). 

It would have obvious to one of skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Brideglall, such that generating in the second network a second network 
synchronization channel having a prescribed pattern unique to the second network, I 
order to synchronize the cells with which the mobile is communicating during handoff so 
that the handoff may be performed smoothly and efficiently. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination discloses claim 1 wherein the generating 
step comprises the step of generating a Primary- Synchronization Channel of a type 
utilized within the first wireless communications network for cell searching (Nassir- 
Toussi, col. 2, lines 23-46). 
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Regarding claim 3, the combination discloses claim 1 wherein the generating 
step comprises the step of generating a Secondary - Synchronization Channel of a type 
utilized within the first wireless communications network for achieving frame 
synchronization and scrambling code detection in connection with a cell search (Nassir- 
Toussi, col. 2, lines 23-67-col. 1-12). 

7. Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brideglall (US 20070091 845A1 ) in view of Nassiri-Toussi et al. (US0071 9401 1 B1 ). 

Regarding claim 4, Brideglall discloses transition from one system to another to 
include WLAN to wide area network, i.e., a cellular network, operating a mobile 
communications device to enable a seamless transition from a first wireless 
communications network to a second wireless communications network, comprising the 
steps of: the second network synchronization channel having a pattern unique to the 
second wireless communications network; establishing the identity of the second 
wireless communications network by matching the -pattern of second-network 
synchronization channel with the pattern associated with the second wireless 
communications network; and transitioning to the second communications network 
after the identity thereof has been established ((par. 12, mobile station transits from one 
network to the other, i.e., form the WLAN to the WWAN efficiently; the target network is 
identified to where the mobile device is to be handed-off). 

What Brideglall does not explicitly disclose is receiving at a common receiver in 
the mobile communications device a second network synchronization channel from the 
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second wireless communications network together with a first network synchronization 
channel from the first wireless communications network. 

However, this is limitation is known in the art, Nassir-Toussi provides a system 
with cell search that includes a primary and secondary synchronization channels for 
timing data transfer or handoff schemes (col. 2, lines 23-67-col. 3, lines 1-36; col. 34-56; 
col. 8, lines 33-67-col. 9, lines 1-5). 

It would have obvious to one of skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Brideglall, such that generating in the second network a second network 
synchronization channel having a prescribed pattern unique to the second network, I 
order to synchronize the cells with which the mobile is communicating during handoff so 
that the handoff may be performed smoothly and efficiently. 

Regarding claims 5, 6, the combination discloses claim 4 wherein the 
establishing step is performed while the mobile communications device operates in a 
Frequency Division Duplex mode (Brideglall provides communication between devices 
in TDM or FDM, pars. 33-36). 

Regarding claim 7, the combination discloses claim 4 wherein the second 
network synchronization signal comprises a Primary-Channel Synchronization Channel 
of a type utilized within the first wireless communications network for cell searching 
(Nassir-Toussi, col. 2, lines 23-46). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination discloses claim 1 wherein the second 
network synchronization signal comprises a Secondary -Channel Synchronization 
Channel of a type utilized within the first wireless communications network for achieving 
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frame synchronization and scrambling code detection in connection with a cell search 
(Nassir-Toussi, col. 2, and lines 23-67-col. 1-12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

9. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Brideglall (US 
20070091 845A1). 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Regarding claim 9, Brideglall discloses transition from one system to another to 
include WLAN to wide area network, i.e., a cellular network, operating a mobile 
communications device to enable a seamless transition from a first wireless 
communications network to a second wireless communications network in combination 
with a wireless Local Area Network having at least one access point for exchanging 
information with a mobile communications device capable of communicating with a 
wireless telephony network, a basic transmitter for transmitting a wireless LAN 
synchronization signal second for receipt at a common receiver in the mobile 
communications device together with a first synchronization channel transmitted by the 
wireless telephony network to enable to the mobile communications device to 
synchronize with, and transition to, the wireless LAN (Figure 1, 102-106, 108-110; pars. 
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12, 33-35, 38, teach seamless transition from one network to the other, for example 
from a WWLAN to a WLAN and vice versa). 

1 0. Claims 1 0-1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brideglall (US 20070091 845A1 ) in view of Nassiri-Toussi et al. (US0071 9401 1 B1 ). 

Regarding claims 10-11, Brideglall does not explicitly disclose is second network 
synchronization channel comprises a Primary- Synchronization Channel of a type 
utilized within the wireless telephony network for cell searching or generating step 
comprises the step of generating a Secondary- Synchronization Channel of a type 
utilized within the first wireless communications network for achieving frame 
synchronization and scrambling code detection in connection with a cell search. 

However, this is limitation is known in the art, Nassir-Toussi provides a system 
with cell search that includes a primary and secondary synchronization channels for 
timing data transfer or handoff schemes (col. 2, lines 23-67-col. 3, lines 1-36; col. 34-56; 
col. 8, lines 33-67-col. 9, lines 1-5). 

It would have obvious to one of skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Brideglall, such that generating in the second network a second network 
synchronization channel having a prescribed pattern unique to the second network, I 
order to synchronize the cells with which the mobile is communicating during handoff so 
that the handoff may be performed smoothly and efficiently. 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JULIO R. PEREZ whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7846. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:30 - 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on (571) 272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. R. P.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2617 

6/8/09 

/Patrick N. Edouard/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



